

Chapter Guide #23: High Renaissance and Mannerism 
in Northern Europe and Spain

CONTEXT: 
The Reformation was started by a long-term dissatisfaction with the Church leadership. This became a major issue for those wanting a pure religious experience. The perception that popes were concerned themselves ore with temporal power and material wealth than with the salvation of Church members (sales of indulgences). The people turned to other experiences such as the commissioning of artworks, pilgrimages to holy sites, and joining orders

1. The Reformation started a series of Iconoclasms
2. Sculptors found ways to represent figures without appearing to create pagan idols
3. Still extremely influenced by the Renaissance in Italy but kept and specific Northern European style
4. 1517: Beginning of Protestant Reformation sparked by Martin Luther’s 95 Theses: upset by the sale of indulgences (buying their way into heaven) Church’s abuse of power
= Countries split into Protestant – Germany, Scandinavia, Netherlands, Catholic – Spain, Italy, Portugal, Poland
5. Luther translates the Bible into the vernacular  greater access to the public
6. Artists are beginning to be more recognized internationally and artworks are gaining popularity as commodities.
ART WORK CARDS: 3D (Yellow) 2D (Red) Architecture (Green)
Bosch’s Garden of Earthly Delights 
Grunewald’s Isenheim Altarpiece
Durer’s Self Portrait
Durer’s Fall of Man
Durer’s Melencolia I
Durer’s Four Apostles
Lucas Cranach the Elder’s Judgment of Paris
Atltdorfer’s Battle of Issus
Holbein’s the French Ambassadors 
Chateau de Chambord (Architecture)
Massys’ Money Changer and His Wife
Pieter Brugel’s Hunter’s in the Snow 
El Greco’s Burial of Count Orgaz

TIMELINE: 
1483-1546	Martin Luther
1485-1603	House of Tudor
1517		Beginning of Protestant Reformation 
1545-1563	Council of Trent 
1562		Wars of Religion in France


VOCABULARY: 
A P   A R T   H I S T O R Y


pigment
glazes
impasto
relief printing
intaglio printing
woodcuts
etching
engraving
cross hatching
16th CENTURY AND THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION:CONTEXT CARDS: Blue
High Northern Renaissance 
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Printing Press (1456) Protestant Reformation (1517)

: Reasons for Northern Europe being more fertile ground for protest - vital merchant class

within the established Church than in the south (Italy): - stronger guilds
- looser political organizations

The reasons for the idea of Christian Humanism (which laid the ground work for Luther's Reformation) taking hold In Northern
Europe earlier than in ltaly:

1) Scholars couid view the Church and social abuses with more independence and objectivity
2) Native tendency to look more at nature and the world about them

: The major tenants of Luther and the Reformation:

1: “Justification by faith" - every person had to find their God for themselves

2: Individual conscience was the ultimate moral authority - a priesthood of all believers

3: Through prayer, each person could address God directly without priestly/saintly intercession
4: Translation of scriptures into native languages so people could interpret Bible for themseives
5. Learning to read and understand became the necessary preiude to faith and salvation

6: Psychological impact of Lutheranism lay in shifting the burden of thinking to the individual

Three early Christian Humanists their major works and the central Idea of each piece of writing:

re UTOPIA - a disguised expose of the soclal absurdities and injustices of his time - Utopian society

Rabelais GARGANTUA - liberate men and women form their foolishness
Erasmus PRAISE OF FOLLY - criticism of the pretensions and hypocrisies of his time, especially the Church

Patrons of the arts in Northern Europe: - the Church
(in contrast to Italy where the Church - the court of the Dukes of Burgundy

was the main patron of the arts) - wealthy Flemish (and ex-patriot italian) merchants
- the aristocracy (Chancellor Roland)
- individual initiative (Durer's wood cuts)

The two great printing innovations of this period of civilization: Their significance to general culture:
~ the printed word - printing press v
Aldine Press

1495 (in Venice) - dissemination of information and opinion
1456 - mass printings of the Bible

- the illustrated book /  wood cut

Durer's Treatise on Human Proportions ¢.1510 - fame of the artist

Examples of how the Reformation brought about a dramatic shift of direction and had an enormous impact on all of the arts

(architecture, sculpture, painting, printmaking).:

Architecture: - patronage diminishes from the Church for architectural projects and decorations

- churches become much simpler in decoration and design (focus on pulpit)

Sculpture: - less three-dimensional sculpture - thought to be 100 close to idol worship

- wholesale destruction of church art during the 16th-century

Painting: - new themes and new iconographic traditions emerge (before, emphasis on historical paintings, mainly biblical

and mythological subjects)
- new categories of subject matter develop (from universal to the particutar)
1- portraiture Luther's reorentation of refigion toward the subjective, personal, individusl
2- genre telling of everyday experiences, personal fesfings and reactions
3- landscape nature an of God's bou ‘crestion/confirmation of |
4- still life middie class good life with moral message - subject matter having symbolic meaning

Printmaking: - prints works of art and ilfustrations in books Gutenberg invents printing press in 1440

- brought the visual image to wider audience

8: The major difference between the art of Northern and Southern masters:

da Vinci Durer (Clark)
deep investigations into how things worked the_world of
Lbelow the surface surfaces, textures, visual reality

9: The concept of “realism” as in relates to Northern European art:- detailed realism:

minute observation
- interest analysis of surface appearances of objects
umgm faces ind ﬂgures

10: General characteristic of Northern Renaissance art: - subject. maﬂel very often secular orgomu( ([Book of Hours)

- theatricality (Stuter's Well of Moses)
- intense realism (Grunwald's Isenhiem Altarpiece)
- drawn to the fantastic (Bosch's Garden of Earthiy Delights)
- self-absorbed/introspective (van Eyck's .Durer's Self-portraits)
- clearly lit/polished in surface /appearance (Campin's Mesode Attareics]
- unqualified individualism (van Eyck's Marriage of Arnolfini)

11: The reason for the eventual disappearance of wild fantasy and extreme Northern European painting.

- both the Catholic and Protestant Church dogma became intolerant of this unique form of expression.
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